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Welcome students and parents,
[bookmark: _1eu4n1hassvt]We are excited to welcome you to the French Jewrney Vacation Summer program, we here at Grant Language Academy will be working with the French Jewrney team to provide the Academic English component of the program. You will have an amazing time during the program, and we will provide you with Academic English skills that you can use as you move forward in your academic life.
[bookmark: _yzw1uev5g9s5]We have assembled an amazing team of professional educators to ensure you receive the best American English skills. The classes will run between two and a half and three hours daily, Monday through Friday during your stay. The French Jewrney team will endure that you are safe and have loads of fun during your stay. We are excited about working with you this summer.
[bookmark: _l1sndjxozfqa]Please complete the pre-program assessment, so we can place you in the correct level for maximum success and enjoyment. The pre-program assessment is designed to measure your American English Academic level, there is no failing score. Follow the instructions for each section of the exam. Download the word document, and save it with your first name, last name, and exam date. Once the exam is complete, please email it to me and the French Jewrney team. The exam should take between thirty and sixty minutes to complete.
[bookmark: _2xp2ng9ubc5f]Our director: Reginald Grant, MS Ed., Teacher, Author, and Speaker
Seventeen years as a California Certificated English teacher
State of California CASHEE, California State High School Exit, the development team for the English section (2011)
State of California ELPAC, English Language Proficiency Assessments for California (ELPAC) development team on 2015, 2016,2017, middle and high school team.
(MS Ed.) Master’s in Education with an emphasis in curriculum and instruction (TESOL) Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages.
Sincerely,
 Reginald Grant, MS Ed., reginaldreggiegrant@gmail.com 
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Part 1: Subject and predicate worksheet
Identify the subject and the predicate in the following sentences.
Subject = what the sentence is about
Predicate = what is said about the subject
A: Highlight the Subject in Yellow and the Predicate in RED
1.    The sun was shining brightly.
2.    The dogs were barking loudly.
3.    The pretty girl was wearing a blue frock.
4.    My younger brother serves in the army.
5.    The man and his wife were working in their garden.
6.    My mother and my aunt are trained, classical dancers.
7.    You don’t have to wait for me.
8.    We will no longer tolerate this.
9.    The little tree was covered with needles instead of leaves.
10. A rich merchant was passing by the shoemaker’s window.

 


Part 2: Reading and Response A
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The reader can conclude that the narrator is open to living at the “back of beyond” and accepts er/is new life:
Write a paragraph (four or more) sentences that support that conclusion.
 













Part 2: Reading and Response B
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Response 1:
Summarize the authors’ point about why scientists are monitoring the blue crab population so closely. Support your summary using key evidence from the text.
 
 
 
 
 




Part 3: Reading and Response C
Read then answer by choosing the correct sentences letter.
1. Having a best friend to confide in can bring a positive effect on our emotional health. An evening out with the closest friend may be the best guarantee of a good time. In fact, our best friend can prevent us from developing serious psychological problems such as depression and anxiety. Best friendship evolves with time - we cannot go out and pick our best friend. We become friends with people who share common interests - at school or through hobbies, for example. Best friends have usually known each other for years and stuck together through good and bad times. If you haven't got one, perhaps you are being too distant from people, or focusing too much on your work.

Question 1: A best friend can ___________.
A give us a healthy life
B go out with us in the evening
C  spend much time finding
D  share joy and sadness with us



2. Having a best friend to confide in can bring a positive effect on our emotional health. An evening out with the closest friend may be the best guarantee of a good time. In fact, our best friend can prevent us from developing serious psychological problems such as depression and anxiety. Best friendship evolves with time - we cannot go out and pick our best friend. We become friends with people who share common interests - at school or through hobbies, for example. Best friends have usually known each other for years and stuck together through good and bad times. If you haven't got one, perhaps you are being too distant from people, or focusing too much on your work.
Question 2: Close friends need to ___________.

A study at the same school
B have the same interests
C pursue the same hobbies
D spend time together


3. Having a best friend to confide in can bring a positive effect on our emotional health. An evening out with the closest friend may be the best guarantee of a good time. In fact, our best friend can prevent us from developing serious psychological problems such as depression and anxiety. Best friendship evolves with time - we cannot go out and pick our best friend. We become friends with people who share common interests - at school or through hobbies, for example. Best friends have usually known each other for years and stuck together through good and bad times. If you haven't got one, perhaps you are being too distant from people or focusing too much on your work.
Question 3: According to the passage, __________.

A  it takes a lot of time to make close friendships
B  we can go out and choose a good friend easily
C  best friends have good and bad times
D  It's very difficult to make lasting friendships

4. Having a best friend to confide in can bring a positive effect on our emotional health. An evening out with the closest friend may be the best guarantee of a good time. In fact, our best friend can prevent us from developing serious psychological problems such as depression and anxiety. Best friendship evolves with time - we cannot go out and pick our best friend. We become friends with people who share common interests - at school or through hobbies, for example. Best friends have usually known each other for years and stuck together through good and bad times. If you haven't got one, perhaps you are being too distant from people, or focusing too much on your work.
Question 4: The word "one" in the last paragraph refers to ___________.

A good time
B bad time
C a friendship
D a close friend



5.  Having a best friend to confide in can bring a positive effect on our emotional health. An evening out with the closest friend may be the best guarantee of a good time. In fact, our best friend can prevent us from developing serious psychological problems such as depression and anxiety. Best friendship evolves with time - we cannot go out and pick our best friend. We become friends with people who share common interests - at school or through hobbies, for example. Best friends have usually known each other for years and stuck together through good and bad times. If you haven't got one, perhaps you are being too distant from people, or focusing too much on your work.

Question 5: Which of the following sentences is not mentioned?
A Which of the following sentences is not mentioned?
B the ties of close friendship will never be broken.
C An unsociable person may not have a close friend.
D Friendships need time to develop.



Part 4: Speaking - Read Aloud 1
Read the passage and record yourself reading it aloud, attach the video. 
Making Popcorn Fran asked her father to help her make popcorn. “There are some microwave pouches in the cabinet over the refrigerator,” her father said. “Dad,” Fran moaned softly. “I want to make real popcorn, with real kernels and oil in a pan. I’ll even get out all the things we need, and clean up after,” she said. The ‘clean up after’ part was the clincher. Her father agreed. Fran found a large pan with a cover, some vegetable oil, and the popping corn. First, her father turned on the burner and adjusted the flame. Then he poured oil in the pan. When the oil was hot enough, Fran poured some corn into the pan and carefully placed the cover on top. After a minute, the corn began to pop inside the pan. Then Fran said to her father, “Listen to all the noise! Now I know why it’s called popcorn. It smells fantastic!” Fran's father poured the popcorn into a bowl. He melted some butter and poured it on top. “See, this is the real stuff. Butter! Not like 2 14 24 25 36 52 65 69 82 94 108 121 135 150 154 165 180 Fluency 22 ©2016 Henry Anker the fake stuff that they use in most movie theaters.” Fran rolled her eyes a bit, then smiled, and then added some salt. Fran and her father took the popcorn to the sofa and put the large bowl between them to share. Fran walked over to the shelf of DVDs and picked out her favorite movie, Matilda. Her dad smiled. He knew Fran had seen the movie about a hundred times, and he had watched it several times with her, too. Fran’s dad said, “You know, even though I’ve seen this movie a bunch of times, it’s still fun to watch, because every time I watch it, I notice things I didn’t before.” Fran smiled again. These were special times with her dad.


Part 5: Listening
Three soundtracks can be accessed at
https://www.grantlanguageacademy.com/2022-pretest 
Listen and write two sentences about each conversation.
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Read the text and answer the questions.

Blue Crabs Provide Evidence of Oil Tainting Gulf Food Web
by John Flesher, Staff Writer

Weeks ago, before engineers pumped in mud and cement to plug the gusher, scientists
began finding specks of oil in crab larvae plucked from waters across the Gulf coast.

The government said last week that three-quarters of the spilled oil has been removed or
naturally dissipated from the water. But the crab larvae discovery was an ominous sign that
crude had already infiltrated the Gulf's vast food web—and could affect it for years to
come.

"It would suggest the oil has reached a position where it can start moving up the food chain
instead of just hanging in the water," said Bob Thomas, a biologist at Loyola University in
New Orleans. "Something likely will eat those oiled larvae . . . and then that animal will be
eaten by something bigger and so on."

Tiny creatures might take in such low amounts of oil that they could survive, Thomas said.
But those at the top of the chain, such as dolphins and tuna, could get fatal "megadoses."

Marine biologists routinely gather shellfish for study. Since the spill began, many of the
crab larvae collected have had the distinctive orange oil droplets, said Harriet Perry, a
biologist with the University of Southern Mississippi's Gulf Coast Research Laboratory.
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Scientists will be focusing on crabs because they're a "keystone species” that play a crucial
role in the food web as both predator and prey, Perry said.

Richard Condrey, a Louisiana State University oceanographer, said the crabs are "a living
repository of information on the health of the environment."

Named for the light-blue tint of their claws, the crabs have thick shells and 10 legs,
allowing them to swim and scuttle across bottomlands. As aduls, they live in the Gulfs
bays and estuaries amid marshes that offer protection and abundant food, including snails,
tiny shellfish, plants and even smaller crabs. In turn, they provide sustenance for a variety
of wildlife, from redfish to raccoons and whooping cranes.

Adults could be harmed by direct contact with oil and from eating polluted food. But
scientists are particularly worried about the vulnerable larvae.

That's because females don't lay their eggs in sheltered places, but in areas where estuaries
meet the open sea. Condrey discovered several years ago that some even deposit offspring
on shoals miles offshore in the Gulf.

The larvae grow as they drift with the currents back toward the estuaries for a month or
longer. Many are eaten by predators, and only a handful of the 3 million or so eggs from a
single female live to adulthood.
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But their survival could drop even lower if the larvae run into oil and dispersants.

"Crabs are very abundant. I don't think we're looking at extinction or anything close to it
said Taylor, one of the researchers who discovered the orange spots.

Still, crabs and other estuary-dependent species such as shrimp and red snapper could feel
the effects of remnants of the spill for years, Perry said.

"There could be some mortality, but how much is impossible to say at this point." said
Vince Guillory, biologist manager with the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisherie

Perry, Taylor and Condrey will be among scientists monitoring crabs for negative effects
such as population drop-offs and damage to reproductive capabilities and growth rates.

Crabs are big business in the region. In Louisiana alone, some 33 million pounds are
harvested annually, generating nearly $300 million in economic activity, Guillory said.

Blue crabs are harvested year-round, but summer and early fall are peak months for
harvesting, Guillory said.

Prices for live blue crab generally have gone up, partly because of the Louisiana catch
scaling back due to fishing closures, said Steve Hedlund, editor of SeafoodSource.com, a
website that covers the global seafood industry.
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Prices for live blue crab generally have gone up, partly because of the Louisiana catch
scaling back due to fishing closures, said Steve Hedlund, editor of SeafoodSource.com, a
website that covers the global seafood industry.

Fishers who can make a six-figure income off crabs in a good year now are now idled—
and worried about the future.

"If they'd let us go out and fish today, we'd probably catch crabs." said Glen Despaux, 37,
who sets his traps in Louisiana's Barataria Bay. "But what's going to happen next year, if
this water is polluted and it's killing the eggs and the larvae? I think it's going to be a long-
term problem."

Excerpt from "Blue Crabs Provide Evidence of Ol Tainting Gulf Food Web" by John
Flesher. Copyright © 2010 by The Associated Press. Reprinted by permission of The
Associated Press.
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Read the text. Then answer the questions that follow. @ « -
Moving to the Back of Beyond

‘When my parents said the three of us were moving out to California, to a place just north of
Los Angeles, my mind immediately went to thoughts of Disneyland and Hollywood, glitz
and glamour. I imagined a Rodeo Drive shopping spree to pick out a bikini for the endless
days I would be spending on the beach. However, I'd forgotten about my parents’ penchant
for the unconventional; they’re definitely “the road less traveled” kind of people. Mom had
a gopher snake for a pet when she was younger, and Dad was never happier than when he

was climbing near-vertical cliffs that only mountain goats could love. These are not city
folk.

They had chosen to buy a 900-square-foot cabin under a 250-year-old oak tree in the high
chaparral forest out in the back of beyond—so far away from Los Angeles that you
couldn’t even see the glow of the lights at night. When I first saw where we were going to
live, I vacillated between feeling terrified and excited. This would be an adventure, for
sure. But this was no camping trip where you could go home to civilization after a few days
of roughing it; this was home, and roughing it was the new normal.

On move-in day, we drove fifteen miles out from Antelope Valley—where the nearest
grocery store was located—on a two-lane road past llamas, cattle, and horses. Up and up
we went, until finally we turned down a dirt road and headed into a canyon full of towering
Coulter pines, blue-green sagebrush. and ancient canyon live oaks. I didn’t know the names
of these plants then, of course: I learned them later. That first day all I saw then was a
million shades of green.
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sagebrush twice as large as the cabin itself. On the stone staircase that led to the front door,

We parked under an oak tree that shaded our cabin and a front yard of rock, sand.

black lizards interrupted their push-ups to twist their heads and eye us as we passed. Scrub
jays squawlked and hummingbirds zoomed past the eaves, scolding us with their territorial
calls. No cars roared past. No radios blared from a neighbor’s house. There were no
neighbors—no human neighbors, anyway.

Our new home consisted of one bedroom. one bathroom. and one big room for everything
else. A fireplace in the corner of the big room would be our sole source of heat in the
winter. A swamp box (cooler) would blow a breeze over a big damp pad to keep us cool all
summer, or so my father said. But it was early autumn that day, and the temperature was
perfect in the shade of the oak tree. Our oak tree, I thought: I was settling in.

Mom wiped a layer of grime off the kitchen counter and muttered about getting a bottle of
bleach on our next trip into town. That was the beginning of an important lesson about
living in the back of beyond: you don’t just zip over to the local convenience store anytime
you need something out here. You have to make a careful list and check it twice so that you
don’t forget anything, because anywhere is a long way from here.

On my first walk around the property, I saw two horned toads, a red-tailed hawk, and some
deer tracks. I wondered what else I might find deeper and higher in the canyon. Dad told
me the real estate agent had mentioned that coyotes, bobcats, mountain lions, rattlesnakes,
and even bears roamed these hills. To my surprise, I found I couldn’t wait to see them. All
of them. I felt my feet taking root in the earth, claiming this place as home.
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‘With no street lamps timed to turn on at sunset, when night came it was darker than
anything I had ever experienced. Mom and I went out to look at the stars while Dad tried to
unplug the ancient toilet. In the city, or even in the suburbs where I had lived before, you
could see only the brightest stars in the sky. But out here, it was like being in a planetarium,
except there were no labels typed onto our sky. The sheer number and spread of stars was
awe-inspiring.

That first night, we slept on air mattresses on the living room floor because the movers had
not yet arrived. There were no curtains on the windows, so when the moon rose, it shone in
as if moonbeams were an integral part of the cabin.

Eventually, I moved into the bedroom and Mom and Dad got a foldout bed for the living
room. Over the next few months, I began to count the passage of time in full moons rather
than by the pages of a calendar, and for the first time I really noticed the days growing
shorter in winter and longer in summer.

It's hard to believe, but we've been here for six years now. I've been going to school in the
valley, but I feel most at home up here with my wild fellow canyon dwellers. Soon, I will
have to leave home for college, and I'm a little afraid of the culture shock I'm sure I will
feel when I move back to civilization. Soon I'll be walking on pavement and well-mowed
grass again, rooming with strangers, and eating meals in a cafeteria crowded with more
people than live within twenty miles of this house. But I know I will come back. The back
of beyond is home now.

1. chaparral: a dense thicket of shrubs and small trees




